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Our Paper
• Sociology of Education: schooling central to stratification 

•Theme: social norms ‘carried’ through networks

• “Cultural Capital”: practices that shape competition in 
fields (e.g., achievement in education)

• “Social Capital” = networks that effectively diffuse valued 
resources, can convert into cultural capital 

•Do parent networks predict adoption of effective 
practices?

•Do networks help reproduce or equalize practices by SES?



Theory: 2 Faces of Cultural Capital

Exposure to High Status Culture Aligning Family Practices to School Rewards

Intense school competitions compel families to 
adapt practices

Aesthetics generate familiarity with curricula, 
sense of ease, teachers interpret as ability





Context: Intensive Parenting as Cultural  Capital

Trends: Intensive Parenting & Concerted Cultivation

• Rising Inequality: families vary 
increasingly discretionary time, income, 
shapes school-related activities

• Equalizing “Trickling Down”:
• Lower SES families increasingly adopting once-

novel parent logics



Converting Social Capital to Cultural Capital

Home Involvement

 (read to children, homework help )

• Boosts achievement

• Mixed relations to SES

• Spread as “simple contagion”

Concerted Cultivation

(school events, extra-curricula, high status 
activities)

• Boosts achievement

• Positive relation to SES

• Spread as bundled “complex 
contagion”



Converting Capital

• Parent networks don’t directly impact achievement, but indirectly 
facilitate other resources via 2 mechanisms: 

• Diffuse knowledge (e.g., schooling options, governance, extra-

curricula, tutoring, studying tips)

• Social Comparison:

• Establish / enforce behavioral norms re competitive childrearing practices



Two Faces of Social Capital

Access to Resources in Competitions Bonds that Generate Collective Goods

Low SES parents have smaller school-based networks

Networks can boost uptake of practices among lower SES 
families



Research Questions

(1) Do high SES parents have larger networks, net of individual & 
school-level factors?

(2) Does network size predict parenting practices – both “simple” 
(home activities) & “complex” (concerted cultivation)?

(3) Do networks and SES interact to shape parenting practices? Do 
larger networks spread practices among lower SES families? 



Data & Measures

• US NCES “Early Childhood Longitudinal Study” (ECLS-K 2010/11)

• Large, nationally representative, longitudinal survey from 
kindergarten to grades 1-3

• Analytic sample: n=8,289 students

• Dependent variables: scales of home activities & concerted 
cultivation

• Independent variable: Network size: # of parents in same school with 
whom parent speaks with frequently

• Observed confounders: race, child characteristics, family type, other 
demographics















Summary of Findings:

• Parent network size significantly & positively associated with practices 
(home activities & concerted cultivation)

• SES has mixed associations with practices: positive for concerted 
cultivation, negative for home activities

• Stronger associations between networks & concerted cultivation 
among lower SES families



Interpretations & Policy Implications

• Capital Conversion: larger networks (social capital) spread practices 
that boost achievement (cultural capital)

• Equalizing: networks bolster practices, especially among lower SES 
parents

Implications:

• Use schools to advertise practices

• Nurture school-based networks among lower SES parents, in lower 
SES schools



Any Questions?

•Thank You!


	Slide 1: Are Networks Great Equalizers? Social Norms, Networks & Capital Conversion in Elementary Schools
	Slide 2:  Our Paper
	Slide 3: Theory: 2 Faces of Cultural Capital
	Slide 4
	Slide 5: Context: Intensive Parenting as Cultural  Capital
	Slide 6: Converting Social Capital to Cultural Capital 
	Slide 7: Converting Capital
	Slide 8: Two Faces of Social Capital
	Slide 9: Research Questions
	Slide 10: Data & Measures
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17: Summary of Findings:
	Slide 18: Interpretations & Policy Implications
	Slide 19: Any Questions?

